Gel vour new lawn

off to a good start

Mow thal your lawn is seeded,
here are a lew lips thal should
help get il ol lo a good, heallhy
slarl. Alittle allention in the
beginning goes a long ways
loward providing years ol beauly
and enjoyment in the fulure.
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Watering

The single most imporlanl regquirement for
germinaling lurfgrass seed is adequale
moislure, Keeping the seed damp — eilther by
rainfall or irrigation — will encourage proper
seed developmenl.

The first walering can be done right away. It
should moisten the soil to a depth of lwo o
lhree inches. ..but gently. Be careful not to
apply the waler with such lorce that it washes
away soil or dislodges the seed.

After the initial walering, irrigale the newly-
seeded area lightly and frequently — two or
three times a day, il possible — until the grass
begins lo establish and mature. Then the inler-
vals between walerings can be lengthened and
the amount applied at any one lime increased.
Watering al night is nol recommended.
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Activily

Too much activity on your newly-sesded
lawn can inlerfere with seed germination. For
the next two Lo three weeks, we suggesl limil-
ing the amount of aclivily on your lawn as
much as possible.

Wear and tear [rom people, pels and bikes
can creale ruls and heles that could ruin the
terrain and cause drainage problems. Pamper-
ing your new lawn by keeping people and pels
off for just a few weeks in the beginning helps
insure the qualily and beauly you're looking for
inthe end.
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Mowing

Your new lawn will be ready lo mow when
the grass planls are higher than the height at
which they will normally be maintained. In
olher words, il you plan to regularly cul the
lawn al 2% mow il for the first time when il is
aboul 3" tall. And when mowing, it's a good .
idea to follow the general rule of thumb of
never removing more than one-thifd of the leaf
blade at any one lime. Also, don't mow if the
ground is loo wel. :

Keep in mind, loo, that the most important
requirement for proper mowing is a sharp _
mower blade. A dull blade rips and shreds the
grass inslead of culling it — seedlings can’
actually be torn from the soil. Mowing with a
dull blade also makes the plants susceptible to
other problems like brown leal lips and disease
infestation.





